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ASBURY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
 
BASIC CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 
 - DO 501 - 
 
Overall Syllabus  
and  
Instructions for Modules 1 and 2 
 
Dr. Brian Edgar,  
Extended Learning Online Program  
 
Fall Semester, 2005 
 
 
Penultimate draft syllabus: modifications may occur prior to the start of the semester. 
 
(Note that this document contains hyperlinks to other places within the document. Sometimes when 
using this file in a different version of MS Word or another program the hyperlinks will not work, in 
which case you will need to use reference numbers to find the required location.)  
 
 
 
 
 
1. Introduction 
If you are not already enthusiastic about doctrine and theology I hope that you will become so during 
this course. That is because theology is about God! More specifically, Christian theology is about 
knowing God in Christ Jesus. We should be enthusiastic about that. The word ‘enthusiast’ comes from 
two Greek words,  ‘en’ meaning ‘in’ and ‘theos’ meaning ‘God’. In other words it originally referred to 
one who behaves ‘enthusiastically’ because God was ‘in’ them. Are we excited about 'God-in-us'? 
Being excited by God means that we get excited about a lot of other things as well and consequently 
Basic Christian Doctrine deals with many other important aspects of Christian experience, the life of 
the Christian community, the mission and ministry of the church and the future of the world! What a 
great topic! 
 
The apostle Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians should resonate with all those taking this course of study:  
 
I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes 
of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has 
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,  and his incomparably great 
power for us who believe. Ephesians 1:17-19 
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2. Course Description  
This course provides an introduction to the study of Christian theology. Over the course of the semester 
students will be introduced to all the major areas in the system of Christian doctrine.  It bases the 
theological formation of students upon biblical data as well as upon the classical Christian tradition, 
contemporary theology, and Wesleyan theological distinctives with a view to helping students grasp the 
importance of theology for the practice of ministry. 
 
Prerequisites: Nil 
 
Credit hours: 3 
 
3. Outcomes  
Having successfully completed this course students will have: 
  
l.  Grown in their knowledge and love for God through the study of Christian theology.  
 
2. Been introduced to all the major areas in the study of Christian theology. 
 
3. Grasped the vital connections between theology, the Christian life and the practice of 
ministry.  
 
4. Established a basic understanding of the classical tradition of systematic theology, engaged 
with contemporary forms of theology and studied the doctrinal emphases of Wesleyan theology.  
 
5. Examined, evaluated and used a reasonable range of literature related to the study of 
Christian theology. 
 
6. Used theological literature reflecting the global and historical character of theology as well as 
the multi-ethnic and cross-cultural nature of ministry.  
 
7. Developed a working theological vocabulary, a knowledge of theological themes and a 
theological approach that will support further study in theology and related disciplines.  
 
Click here (or see appendix 1) for an annotated version of the outcomes  
 
4. Required texts 
1. Alistair McGrath, Christian Theology: an introduction, 3
rd
 Ed, (Blackwell, 2001)  
 
2. Alistair McGrath (ed), The Christian Theology Reader, (Blackwell, 1995).  
 
3. Brian Edgar, The Message of the Trinity, (IVP, 2005).  
 
4. Steve Harper, The Way to Heaven: the gospel according to John Wesley, (Zondervan, 2003).  
 
5. Greg Boyd and Paul Eddy, Across the Spectrum: understanding issues in evangelical theology 
(Baker, 2002)  
 
This basic reading is designed to cover a range of systematic, historical, biblical and contemporary 
themes in theology. Click here (or see appendix 2) for an annotated version of this list of texts. 
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5. Recommended texts 
It is recommended that students have access to a good theological dictionary such as Sinclair Ferguson 
and David Wright (eds), New Dictionary of Theology (IVP, 1988). There are a number of such 
dictionaries which can, and should, be usefully used during a course such as this. However, no 
particular dictionary is required and the use of it will largely be left to students’ discretion. CD and on-
line versions are available.  For example, see http://www.biblestudytools.net/Dictionaries 
 
6. Other General Texts 
The following texts are systematic theologies which cover the basic territory covered in this course. 
Further lists of more specialised books relating to individual topics will be provided within the various 
modules. 
 
C. Carter, A Contemporary Wesleyan Theology. 2 vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1983. 
M. Erickson,  Christian Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1985. 
T. Finger, Christian Theology. 2 vols. Scottdale: Herald, 1985. 
S. Grenz, Theology for the Community of God. Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1984. 
T. Oden, Systematic Theology. 3 vols. New York: Harper Collins, 1987. 
W. Pannenberg, Systematic Theology. 3 vols. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1981. 
 
Some further supplementary reading (see appendix 3) – some required and some optional - will be 
available on-line. Students will be expected, however, to select and locate other reading as needed for 
study and research purposes. 
 
7. Instructor 
Dr Brian Edgar is an Australian scholar who is currently the Director of Theology and Public Policy for 
the Australian Evangelical Alliance (see www.ea.org.au). He will direct this course from Australia. 
However, as ExL students well know, physical location makes little difference to extended learning! 
Prior to taking up his present full-time position he taught systematic theology full-time for eighteen 
years in undergraduate, Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry programs at a number of Australian 
theological institutions and, on occasions, overseas. He has been Moderator for Theology for the 
Australian College of Theology (Australia’s largest theological accrediting agency); is presently an 
advisor on ethics to the Australia Government’s Gene Technology Regulator (who authorizes all 
artificial gene manipulations). He is a member of the World Evangelical Alliance’s Theological 
Commission. He is also a Fellow of the Institute for the Study of Christianity in an Age of Science and 
Technology and a double award winner with the Templeton Foundation’s program for the conduct of 
courses on science and faith as well as being a winner of a Templeton award for writing on science and 
faith. He is the author of The Message of the Trinity (IVP, 2004), which will be used as a text in this 
course, as well as author of a number of articles on theological topics especially theological 
anthropology.  In 2005 he was Asbury Seminary’s Beeson International Visiting Scholar (in Wilmore).  
 
8. Contact 
• Email: brian_edgar@asburyseminary.edu 
 
• Mail: Contact by mail should not be the norm. However, my address is 11 Belvedere Drive, 
Montrose, Australia, 3768. 
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• Telephone: Telephone contact will not be the norm, however can be negotiated. If you feel like 
calling please note that there is a considerable difference in time zones – a factor complicated 
by changes as a result of summer times in both Australia and the US - you should avoid calling 
at unsociable hours! It would be best to pre-arrange calls.  
 
 
9. Course assessments and requirements 
The following assessments should be submitted electronically (see #27) and will be graded (see #26).  
 
1. On-line interaction (see #17):  Comments on set questions posting at least 200 words per week 
on one or more of the set questions interaction with other students and subsequent comments on 
other postings. This is worth 20% of the total grade (see #18). 
 
2. One reflection paper (see #19) of between 1,000 and 1,200 words. Details about the topic for 
the reflection paper can be found in the instructions for module 1. It is required by the last day 
of the module. It is worth 10% of the total grade. 
 
3. One bibliographic exercise (see #20) based on the needs of the final paper (see point 5 below). 
This is required as part of module 2 and is worth 10% and is required by the last day of the 
second module. 
 
4. One collaborative exercise (see #21) undertaken with a small group. The class will be divided 
into small groups for one practical exercise in applying one or more of the theological themes 
developed in the class to a practical, ministry orientated situation. The topics (see #22) will be 
different for the various groups. The exercise is primarily undertaken during modules 3 and 4 
and is required by the last day of the fourth module. (2,000 words). Value 20% (see #23).  
 
5. A paper of 2,000 – 3,000 words (see #24) worth 40% of the total grade (see #25). Due by the 
last day of the final module.  
 
In addition to the course assessments noted above there are non-assessed but compulsory requirements 
of the course. These parallel the usual on-campus requirement that students attend classes. There are 
two types of requirements.  
 
1. Reading as specified. This includes the required texts referred to above but may also involve 
supplementary reading. (see appendix 3). This reading may require a written response or simply 
an indication that the reading has been completed. 
 
2. Short assignments and responses to questions posed during the course. This will include writing 
a prayer for the class.  
 
10. Module dates for the semester 
Module 0: Preliminary material 
Module 1: September 5 - 18 
Module 2: September 19 - October 2 
Module 3: October 3 - 23 
Module 4: October 24 - November 6 
Reading week:   November 7 - 13 
Module 5: November 14 - November 27 
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Module 6: November 28 - December 11 
 
11. Prayers 
Students are encouraged to use the Prayer Center on First Class. We have the privilege of being able to 
support one another in this way. Please pray regularly for the others in the class. Although prayers and 
prayer requests can be posted at any time each student will be asked, on a roster basis, to provide a 
‘prayer of the week’. Please try and relate the theme of the prayer to the topic being covered that week. 
It can be an original prayer or one you have drawn from somewhere else. All students are encouraged 
to pray this pray as they begin their study for that week. This means that the prayer for the week needs 
to be posted up before the week begins. A roster will appear in the Prayer Centre and you will be 
reminded to visit it during the preliminary, introductory module.  
 
12. Video and copyright 
You will be provided with a DVD which has four video presentations on it. The module instructions 
indicate when to utilize them. Please note that the images (various pictures and drawings) which appear 
within the video are copyrighted by other people and organizations and while they can be used in this 
context for educational purposes you are not permitted to make copies of them or reproduce them in 
any way. Sorry about that, but please do not involve yourself or Asbury in any legal issues.  
 
13. Research Responsibilities 
While a considerable amount of material is available in set texts, provided in supplementary reading 
and advice is available from the instructor, students are reminded of their responsibility to find study 
material, especially when undertaking assignments. One of the assignments will assist in developing 
skills in this area. Remember that the Asbury library allows a generous amount of time for borrowing – 
six weeks – and they will bear the cost of posting material to you (though you have to pay to return 
them).  
 
14. Asbury Library – Information Commons 
Materials can and should be obtained from the Asbury Seminary library. Tutorials are available on-line 
to enable you to learn what the library can do for you. You can contact them by email or by a toll free 
number:      They are generally available from 8am to midnight (during semester) on Monday through 
Thursday and from 8am to 6pm (Fri-Sat). See http://www.asburyseminary.edu/icommons/hours.shtml 
for further detail on hours. 
 
15. ExL Contact Information 
For general questions and administrative assistance regarding the ExL program contact Dale Hale on 
ExL_Office@asburyseminary.edu. Phone: (859) 858-2393. 
 
For technical support, library research support, library loans and ExL media contact Information 
Commons on Info_Commons@asburyseminary.edu.  Phone (859) 858-2333 and Toll-free on (866) 
454-2733. 
 
16. The World-wide-web 
The web is a source for this course which is very mixed: some is great and some is very bad. You must 
be discerning.  When surfing the web to find an image or a story about your favorite film star checking 
for site credibility probably doesn’t rate very highly on your agenda. But when using the source for 
learning and referencing in a paper it is very important. The following web-site gives some guidance 
about how to assess web-sites. http://144.16.72.189/is213/213-2000-2001/webeval/undwebev.html 
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17. On-line posting requirements 
Posting material to the Discussion Center is not only necessary educationally, it is, in effect, an 
indication of ‘attendance’ in the class. Attendance (ie participation through posting) is a requirement of 
the course and of the Seminary as a whole as Federal financial support is dependent upon it and 
authorities can require Asbury to provide evidence of participation. If there is a week where you are not 
able to participate you need to discuss that with me. 
 
 
18. On-line assessment 
Each student’s participation in on-line discussion will be assessed.  
 
How often do I need to be on-line? You should be in the Discussion Center reading and posting at 
least once each week. Preferably twice; More often is possible and can be helpful but can also be 
counter-productive if the quality goes down!  
 
How many postings do I need to make? Each week you will typically need to be posting your own 
responses to a set question or questions and also responding to one or more postings by others. So 
two postings would usually be expected, perhaps on the same day, perhaps not. 
 
How long should they be? There is no standard. This will vary. Where there are set questions you 
need to answer them but most of the time the point is not to be as expansiive as you can but to state 
the point as simply as possible. Interactions with other postings can vary from a single word to 
several paragraphs. 
 
The assessment is based upon - 
 
1. Quantity – it is not always the case that more is better.  
 
2. Frequency – weekly contributions are required. Several contributions a week are encouraged. 
But dozens are not! 
 
3. Quality – is the key issue! 
 
4. Timliness – keeping up with a discussion is helpful. (But sometimes it is better to let an issue 
work its way through the brain before replying (!☺) so don’t let time stop you from responding 
to an earlier posting – though not al the time! 
 
5. Appropriateness – does the posting relate to the issue; does it advance the line of thought? 
 
6. Theological Insight – does the posting represent good theological/biblical insight? 
 
7. Practical application – does the posting help apply theology to life? 
 
Hopefully, by module three an anonymous peer-review system will be in operation. Wait for it! 
 
19. Instructions for the reflection paper 
The topic for the reflection paper is found within the instructions for module 1. These short papers 
(approx 1,000-1,200 words but definitely no more than 1,400 words) are comprised of three parts: an 
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abstract, the highlight, and the effect.  Following is a description of the content, length, etc. for each of 
these parts. 
 
 Abstract: The abstract is a 300-500 word summary of the content of the reading you have 
selected.  The aim is to demonstrate that you understand the material and that you can report it 
articulately. 
 
 Highlight: The highlight is 200–400 words which deal with that aspect of the selected reading 
which you found most striking.  It may be that you found the point in question striking either for a 
positive or a negative reason.  So, report the highlighted point, and give the reason(s) that you found it 
so. 
 
 Effect: We do not engage in the study of theology merely in order to know more in the abstract 
sense.  Rather, our goal is to develop spiritually and to become better able to serve in the roles to which 
God has called us.  Consequently, I am interested here in 200-400 words on how you expect your 
ministry to be different as a consequence of reading this piece.  Questions to consider are: how will this 
affect my ministry?  What will I see differently as a consequence of this reading?  Etc. 
 
 Other: You should exercise your normal cautions with regard to grammar, spelling, coherence 
of presentation, etc. 
 
Submit your paper as required (see #27). 
 
20. Instructions for the bibliographic exercise 
You should choose one of the major essay topics which, later on, you will write on. The point of the 
present exercise is to develop skills in research using on-line facilities and the topic you have selected 
will be the focus of your research. You will be producing a list of resources which relate to the topic 
and which you believe may be the most useful for your reading. It is important to note that for the 
present exercise you do not have to read these resources but you are making a judgment as to what you 
expect might be most helpful. 
 
The finished product should be, first of all, a numbered bibliography of between 30 and 40 resources 
which have been found using, exclusively, the on-line resources available through Asbury Information 
Commons – Library (at  http://www.asburyseminary.edu/icommons/index.shtml ). 
 
The sources you finally include in your bibliography should be listed exactly as required in a proper 
bibliography as part of the exercise is checking that you are able to do that correctly. You are referred 
to Carole Slade et al, Form and Style, (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1994) or a later edition, which 
provides information on various styles. The most important issue is consistency rather than style. 
Though I prefer the Chicago style. Help for that particular style can be found in simplified forms on-
line. For example, see http://www.libs.uga.edu/ref/chicago.html   
 
Your bibliography must include at least 10 books and at least 3 journal articles and must include at 
least two items where the entire article (or perhaps book) is available in electronic form on the www. 
and in obtaining these references you must use both the Asbury library catalogue and WorldCat to find 
the books and you must use both ATLA and EBSCOhost to find the articles. If you do not know how to 
search using these facilities then part of the exercise is undertaking the tutorials which are available 
(see http://www.asburyseminary.edu/icommons/tutorials.shtml ).  
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You must also include in your bibliography at least one relevant article from a theological dictionary 
(see ‘recommended texts’). This might be an exception in that it may not be sourced through Asbury’s 
on-line facilities – you may have it on your shelf. Note also that although dictionary articles must also 
be cited when they are used in papers they are not, according to the Chicago Style convention, 
necessarily listed in bibliographies (although I am happy for them to be included).  
 
At the end of each item in the bibliography please add a note as to how you located the item. Eg add 
(ATLA) or (Library Catalogue) or (EBSCO) or (WorldCat) and, in the case of those items available on 
line the relevant web-site address. And at the end of the list you must note the total number of books 
and the number of articles. 
 
You will obviously not be including all the references you find in your searches. The books you include 
need to be selected according to certain criteria.   
 
1. Relevance to the topic – an obvious criterion 
 
2. Level – you probably need a mixture of levels – from introductory to advance. Select some that 
might give you an overview of issues and include some you think might be more in depth 
 
3. Area – again, you will probably want to select a mixture as there are sources which may major 
on biblical material or historical background or practical implications etc. Which you will select 
will depend on the topic and how you want to treat it. 
 
4. Age – the date material is written is important. New is not necessarily better! You need to 
consider the relevance of date for the issue you want to address.  
 
5. Authority – you should consider the authority of the author (well-respected or trivial?) and of 
the publisher/source of the material.  
 
6. Context – writing occurs in some specific cultural context. Would the paper be helped by 
material that comes from different contexts or would it be more helpful to have them come from 
the same general context? A lot depends on the question to be resolved, the methods you 
employ and the aim you have. 
 
The use of criteria such of these is an art rather than a science. A lot will depend on how you intend to 
deal with the question and the needs of the question itself (some, for example may require a stronger 
understanding of history or bible than others). You should include in your submission a short 
discussion of the selections you made and the criteria you used, their relationship to the specific topic 
and any problems you faced. No more than 2-300 words. 
 
In summary 
1. Specify the topic selected 
2. List a total of  30-40 items (found exclusively through Asbury on-line facilities - except perhaps 
the dictionary article) 
3. Correctly referenced 
4. Numbered  
5. With at least ten books 
6. And at least 3 journal articles 
7. And at least 1 theological dictionary article 
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8. And at least two items available entirely on the web 
9. Include a source note for each item and web address 
10. Total the number of references 
11. Finish with a brief discussion. 
 
Submit your paper as required (see #27).    
 
Remember that you do not have to read all these sources. These are the sources which you anticipate 
being helpful – it is, at this stage a list representing intentions rather than a bibliography representing 
what you have read. This will be a valuable resource for the final paper you will write. However, the 
final paper may well use other sources and you may find that some of your initial selections are not 
appropriate and are not to be included in the bibliography you will provide with the final paper.  
 
 
21. Collaborative exercise 
You will be placed in a small group to work on a collaborative process. Work on the project, however, 
will not start until module three (or perhaps earlier if so desired and the groups have been established) 
and it is to be submitted by the end of module five.  
 
Theology should be a collegial activity and this exercise will be submitted as a joint project. It is up to 
the group to determine the process but it is likely that this will involve  
• A discussion by the group as a whole as to structure and essential content 
• Distributed responsibilities for writing various parts 
• Consensus regarding the final form. 
Each student should submit the final work. Submit your paper as required (see #27). 
 
All students will have access to all groups and are encouraged to learn by seeing what others are doing. 
 
22. Topics for collaborative exercise 
Group A: The death of Christ 
The following statement is genuine. It appeared in a letter written by a pastor to his congregation some 
time ago as part of a regular program whereby the pastor dealt with matters pertaining to the life of the 
local church. You are to analyze the letter and the issues it refers to and then you are to write a response 
to it. The response should be 2000-3000 words long. It should be biblical, theological and practical. 
 
“Two of the elements of conservative evangelicalism seem to be that the death of Jesus was as a 
substitute for the death of us, who are the ones whom God believes really deserve to die, and that the 
death of Jesus was the only way of accessing this God who was so angry and so outraged over our 
sinfulness, that his sense of justice had to be satisfied and could only be satisfied by the death of the 
one without sin. 
 
Whenever I hear people talking in this way, I ask myself a question like, “Just how do they understand 
the nature of a God who needs to operate with those terms of reference?”  Could these people have 
ever actually sat down with that sort of question?  If God has to be appeased, and the only way of 
doing it is with a murder, which is totally outrageous and unjust by almost any standards, just what 
has that got to say to our hurting community?  Is that really a creative way of loving?  Is that really a 
creative way of healing?  Is that really a creative way of reconciliation? 
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Accepting the ‘salvation facts’ of the conservative evangelical position, means being saved from God’s 
eternal punishment and damnation by the death of Jesus, it means being bought by the blood of Jesus.  
It means being saved out of this world for paradise or heaven by a God who accepts those who have 
made the ‘right’ Christian commitment.  It seems to be about ‘loving’ God out of fear of what will 
happen to you if you do not.  That is not what love is about!  Certainly you do not love your own 
children or look for them to love you on such a basis.  A God who operates like that amounts to nothing 
but a bully. 
 
Could that sort of God help the woman weighed down by the guilt of having left her long-time 
marriage partner because in all integrity she could no longer live a lie?  Is that the sort of God who can 
help to heal a marriage which has been underscored with violence for years, and wreaked untold 
damage on three children?  Can that sort of God bring any healing into the heart of the woman sexually 
abused as a young child and now damaged as a person for life?  Just what sort of love do such people 
need?” 
 
(The emphases in the letter appeared in the original.) 
 
 
Group B: The Person of Christ 
This project asks you to consider the nature of Christ’s life, the adequacy of the Chalcedonian 
Definition and ways of affirming those things that are essential about the person of Jesus today. You 
should consider the nature of Jesus’ self-understanding by thinking about questions such as ‘Did Jesus 
have an awareness of all the needs of the universe?’ and ‘Was he aware of being God? If so, can he be 
regarded as sharing our human life?’ and ‘Did he perform miracles by virtue of being divine? Or 
human? Or both? Or what?’ 
 
In doing this you should note that at Chalcedon in 451 AD the church produced a 'definition' of the 
relationship of the human and divine natures of Christ. this was necessary as the relationship had been 
expressed in ways that some considered heretical. While the definition did not entirely satisfy the 
church of the fifth century or the church since then, there is no consensus statement which is more 
acceptable today. Today, is it essential to hold to what this creed says? Is the definition simply too 
culturally based? Are there other ways of affirming whatever is essential about the person of Christ? In 
this exercise it is necessary to look at biblical and historical explanations but the point is to establish 
what needs to be said today. How would you explain the nature of Christ’s life to people today? 
 
Your final considerations should be 2,000-3000 words. 
 
 
Group C: What should the church of the future be like? 
The topic can be put simply: “Assume that you are Pope – what realistic policies would you put in 
place that might see the world-wide church look and work towards the future from a gospel based 
perspective.”  But do not take the reference to being Pope too seriously! Don’t get tied up in pro and 
anti-papal discussions or else you will lose sight of the main point of the project which is for you to say 
what you believe the church of the future should be like and why it should be like that.  
 
Define the future your are working with (time-scale; location; culture etc) and, in particular, outline and 
discuss those aspects of theology which ought to direct the life and mission of the church of the future 
and explain why you believe these ones to be most significant and what effect they would have on the 
shape the church would take if they were allowed to control the church’s life, ministry and mission.  
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Think broadly about the church (you are not dealing with just one small corner of it, but the whole!) 
And of course the future orientation of this essay does not absolve you from having to look back at the 
foundational, biblical principles for the church. 
 
Your finished product should be 2000-3000 words. 
 
23. Assessment of the collaborative paper 
Half of the grade for the collaborative paper will come from an assessment of the final product as a 
whole and half will come from the individual contribution. Remember that I have access to all your 
discussions and all material posted! I may access them while the discussion is taking place or after 
wards. The individual assessment will be based on – 
 
1. Initiative [How effective were you in generating ideas/proposals for group interaction?] 
 
2. Responses [How effective were you in your engagement with the ideas/proposals generated by 
others on your Team?] 
 
3. Process [How helpful were you in creating a sense of “Team” and in moving the Team toward 
its objectives?] 
 
24. The Major Essay 
Choose one of the following. The modules will prompt you to keep in contact with the instructor about 
your paper. This is an opportunity for a more detailed evaluation of one specific topic. You will be 
prompted during various modules to ensure that you have begun the process of working on the paper 
and you will be given an opportunity to submit your ideas for evaluation. The paper is required by the 
final day of the final module. 
 
1. Discuss ONE of the following attributes of God. Indicate what it involves, what theological 
problems and issues are associated with it (especially any potential conflicts with other divine 
attributes) and indicate whether they can be resolved.   
a. The eternal nature of God. 
b. The holiness of God 
c. The omnipotence of God 
 
2. Outline the meaning of EITHER reconciliation OR justification, giving the biblical basis for it, 
relating it to the notion of sin and discussing any problems in interpreting what it means. 
 
3. What is the place of the resurrection in a theology of atonement? 
 
4. What is the theological significance of the statement, "By faith we understand that the world 
was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was made out of things which do not 
appear"? 
 
5. How can a Christian, in the face of human suffering, really claim to worship a God who is 
loving and who made a ‘good’ creation? 
 
6. “All forms of classical orthodoxy either explicitly reject or reject in principle kenotic theology. 
This is because God must be affirmed to be changeless.” ( W. Elwell (ed). Evangelical 
DO501XLFA05 -  Page 12 of 22 
Dictionary of Theology p. 601) Critically evaluate this statement and its implications for 
understanding the ‘self-emptying’ of Christ.  
 
7. Assess the value of the major views on the eschatological concept of the millennium.  
 
8. The Holy Spirit has been understood in various ways. Terms including ‘third person of the 
Trinity’, ‘love’, ‘a person’, ‘the go-between’ and ‘spirit of Jesus’ are among the names and 
terms used.  The relationship of the Spirit to the Father and the Son has also been variously 
understood. Explore the nature and relationships of the Holy Spirit making sure you relate this 
to the relevant biblical material. 
 
Submit your paper as required (see #27). 
 
25. Assessment of the essay 
When assessing the essay (and often with other assignments) I will be asking whether the following 
points have been properly addressed; whether they have been dealt with adequately or whether they 
deserve higher credit. Because papers vary the extent to which each of these applies will also vary. A 
topic which is inherently biblical will have more than average weight placed on B3, for example. Note 
the three general areas. However, while it is likely that these three areas will unfold in the paper 
progressively, I do not necessarily expect to see three separate sections related to these three areas of 
concern. They will all emerge, more or less, in all sections of the paper. 
 
A: Comprehension and knowledge 
1. Understanding of the central issue(s):     
2. Awareness of variations/different points of view/minor themes.                   
3. Elaboration of the issues involved grasp of detail 
4. Use/acknowledgement of source.    
 
B: Analysis and synthesis 
1. Logic and development of the paper      
2. Level and quality of analysis of the material presented        
3. Use of relevant Biblical material.  
4. Overall comprehensiveness       
 
C: Application and evaluation 
1. Presentation of a central argument.  
2. Ability to constructively criticize.                   
3. Theological perception/logic.                      
4. Application of theological insights      
 
D. Presentation     
1. Conformity to style guide 
2. Style, spelling, sentences, structure. 
 
 
26. Grading criteria 
Refer to the Academic Catalog for further information. The following descriptions will provide the 
guidelines for grades based.  
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 A = Exceptional work: surpassing, markedly outstanding achievement of course objectives 
 B = Good work: strong, significant achievement of course objectives 
 C = Acceptable work: basic, essential achievement of course objectives 
 D = Marginal work: minimal or inadequate achievement of course objectives 
 F = Unacceptable work: failure to achieve course objectives  
 
However, some assignments lend themselves better to scoring by numerical assessment rather than by 
assigning a letter grade initially.  These numerical scorings must be converted to letter grades for 
recording at the end of the semester.  The following breakdown is used for conversion purposes. 
 
 A   (95-100),  A-  (90-94)  
 B+ (87-89),  B    (83-86),  B- (80-82)  
 C+ (77-79),  C    (73-76),  C- (70-72)  
 D   (60-69),  
 F (less than 60)  
 
Late penalties will apply. One to three days late - 10% (of the total mark available for the assignment) 
and four to seven days late - 20%. 
 
Plagiarism: avoid it.  The www is a particular temptation. Bear in mind that the technology that allows 
someone to find material which can be used without attribution is the same technology which allows 
someone else to check whether that has happened.    
 
Incomplete   
If you do not complete all required work you will fail the course. If you have serious problems 
completing work by the end of the course you may ask to be designated as ‘Incomplete’. However, 
such a request must fit the requirements of the Academic Catalog:  ‘A grade of 'I' denotes that the work 
of a course has not been completed due to an unavoidable emergency, which does not include 
delinquency or attending to church work or other employment.’ Note that I am simply unable to enter 
an ‘incomplete’ without the prior approval of the Dean who will insist that these requirements are met. 
Sorry, but this means you need to get organized! 
 
27. Submission of assignments 
All assignments submitted this semester are to be made electronically to the Course Office on First 
Class.  They must be submitted by midnight your time on the due date, and late submissions may be 
graded for reduced credit, but will not necessarily receive written feedback.  Submissions are to use the 
following format (using your own name and group letter and altering the paper number as appropriate!) 
 
Reflection Papers:  DO501 Ref  Paper Edgar 
Bibliography  DO501 Bibliog Edgar 
Collaborative Paper:  DO501 Collab A Edgar 
Major Paper:   DO501 Maj Paper Edgar 
 
When they are returned, I will use the same name with ‘Grd’ added at the end to indicate the paper has 
been graded. 
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MODULE 0: INTRODUCTIONS 
 
1. Module Description 
This is a ‘non-module’ – the module you have when you are not having a module. It involves some 
preliminaries which normally take place outside of class!  
 
2. Assigned Tasks: to be completed before the class officially starts or by the end of week 1 at the 
latest. 
 
1. Watch the introductory video. This is simply a personal introduction.  
 
2. Read this annotated syllabus thoroughly so that you know what is happening and how it all 
fits together. 
 
3. Check the Prayer Roster (see #11) to see when you are providing the ‘prayer of the week’. 
 
4. Introduce yourself to the group by emailing the Discussion Centre. Tell the group whatever 
you think is relevant for them to know about you. I would like to know where you are 
geographically (town and state) as well as other information about you, your family, your 
ministry, your likes/dislikes or whatever it is that you think is important.  It shouldn’t be too 
long a piece! ☺ 
 
5. Optional preliminary reading: McGrath pages xxi, xxv-xxvi and pages 1-134 (see point 5 on 
page xxvii) This reading is not assessed or checked up on in any way. It relates to that section of 
McGrath which is not required (see the note on the required texts). That means it is optional, 
but it is an important piece of background and is strongly encouraged. 
 
 
 
MODULE 1: THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY (First two weeks of the course. September 5 - 18) 
 
1. Module Description:  
In this module we – 
 
1. Discuss the importance of various possible starting points when engaging in theological 
reflection – with a special focus on utilizing the doctrine of the Trinity. 
 
2. Introduce the basic biblical and historical material associated with the doctrine of the Trinity 
and the fundamental issues involved with its relationship to pother dimensions of Christian 
thought and ministry.  
 
2. Assigned Tasks: 
Here are your assignments for the first module. If you find that you complete the assigned taks for the 
first week ahad of time please use your initiative and  
(a) do the optional reading 
(b) start work on mateiral from the second week. The division of the module into weeks is to try 
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and make sure that people keep working regularly, it is not designed to stop you from doing 
work from the second week in the first week. Note particularly that there is a reflection 
paper to be done by the end of the second week of the module and you may wish to get 
a start on that in the first week 
(c) find additional reading from the library 
 
3. Summary – fuller instructions are given immediately beneath 
Week 1: 
1. Read Edgar, Message of Trinity, 20-66 and post responses 
2. Read McGrath, Christian Theology, 319-344 and post responses 
3. Watch the video, ‘What is theology?’ 
4. Optional: read Edgar ‘What is theology?’ 
Week 2: 
5. Read Boyd and Eddy, Across the Spectrum, 23-36 and do reflection paper and make a posting 
6. Read selections from McGrath, Christian Theology Reader, panel 9. 
7. Make on-line response to someone else’s posting 
8. Recommended reading, Lacugna, God For us, 377-417. 
9. Optional reading suggested 
10. Send in evaluations 
 
4. Detailed instructions 
1. What should the first theological task of this course be? Well, for reasons that I hope will be clear 
when you read it, I would like us to start with the doctrine of the Trinity. Please read Brian Edgar 
The Message of the Trinity, (IVP, 2005) pages 20-66 and 169-190. There are 68 pages to read. 
Then, by the end of the first week of the module,  post responses to the Discussion Centre for the 
following questions: 
1.1. questions 3 and  5 of the Introduction (found on pages 320 of the book itself);  
1.2. questions 1 and 11 of chapter 1  
1.3. questions 8 and 12 of chapter 2  
1.4. questions 5 and 6 of chapter 9.  
 
Please post the answers in a single email posting. It is probably even better if they are combined 
with your responses to McGrath (see the next instruction) 
 
2. Next you should read Alistair McGrath, Christian Theology: an introduction, 3
rd
 Ed, 
(Blackwell, 2001) pages 319-344 and you should post responses to the Discussion Centre on 
questions 1 and 3 found on page 343 of the text. You should complete this by the end of the first 
week. 
 
3. Find the document ‘What is theology – instructions’ in the Course Center and read the instructions 
it has in it. This will then involve watching the video ‘What is theology?’  Complete this any time 
before the end of the module. 
 
4. Optional Supplemental Reading: You may wish to read Brian Edgar, The Theology of Theological 
Education which is the full text of the material regarding Athens, Rome, Jerusalem and Geneva 
(referred to in the previous video). But it is not compulsory. The article is written from the point of 
view of a seminary rather than an individual but the application should be obvious. 
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5. Required reading and reflection paper: read Greg Boyd and Paul Eddy, Across the Spectrum 
(Baker, 2002)  pages 23-36 where there is a discussions of God’s providence. (14 pages). Using the 
reflection paper format you should respond to this reading and submit the assignment (see #27). It 
is worth 10% of your grade. It should be submitted by the final day of the module. Now, in 
addition to sending to me the reflection paper please make a posting to the Discussion Centre of an 
extract or a summary of your paper – try and keep your posting short (rather than posting the full 
1000 or 1200 words) – perhaps a paragraph or two or three. It might be your final conclusion. Then 
you can see what others think.  
 
6. Required reading: In McGrath’s The Christian Theology Reader you will find on page 91 two 
‘Study Panels’ (some information about what they are about is found on pages xx and xxi).  Study 
panel  9 is on the Trinity. You should read all the selections noted there. That is about 20 pages of 
reading. Don’t forget that you can use the index of theologians; the information about councils and 
creeds and the glossary of terms found at the end of the book as well as the historical section of the 
Introductory volume if you need help in understanding the context or the meaning or the 
significance of the selections. You should have read these by the end of the second week of the 
module. You do not have to respond to any questions for this set of readings. You may if you wish, 
of course, send a comment to the Discussion Center but it is not required.  
 
7. Reacting to other peoples’ responses: In both the first and the second week you (and everyone else) 
posted responses to some questions to the discussion center. You should read what others write in 
their postings. Yes, I know that they are responding to the same questions but they may say 
something different! (But often it will mean that it is quick and easy to read them as they will be the 
same). And, yes, you could read theirs before writing your own responses. That is OK. It is not 
cheating! This is not a competition to see who can get the right answers up first or get the best set 
of answers. It is part of the on-line equivalent of classroom interaction. This means that in the 
second week of the module. should make sure you have responded to at least one other posting 
from someone else. This could be a development of something they said; a query about it; a 
disagreement (a pleasant one, of course ☺); or just a thought that was sparked off by what they 
said. It should simply be a theological discussion. You can respond to more than one of course. But 
you must respond at least once and your total contribution will probably be something more of the 
order of 50 words than either 5 or 500.  
 
8. Recommended supplementary reading: Supplementary reading is found in files in the Course 
Center where you can download and read them. Read Catherine Mowray Lacugna, God For Us: 
The Trinity and Christian Life, (HarperSanFrancisco, 1973), 377-417. This is a discussion of the 
implications of the doctrine of the Trinity.  
 
9. Optional reading: Don’t forget you can (should?) go to the library and read other material. For 
example pages 259-299 of the first volume of Wolfhart Pannenberg’s Systematic Theology 
(Eerdmans, 1988) are worth reading. 
  
10. Your final task: When you believe you have completed this module please send an email to the 
Course Office (not the Discussion Center – because this is for me only not the whole class). The 
subject of the email should be ‘Report on Module 1’ and you should copy the following two tables 
into the body of the email – after you have checked the appropriate boxes.  This sort of report will 
not be required for each module, but for this first occasion it will serve as a check for both of us that 
you have completed the required tasks and are progressing satisfactorily. 
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Tasks for Module 1 Completed Incomplete Comment (if required) 
1. Read The Message of the Trinity, and posted 
responses  
   
2. Read Christian Theology and posted responses in the 
first week: 
   
3. Watched the video ‘What is theology?’    
4.  Read the optional paper on theological education    
5.  Posted a response to someone else’s posting.    
6. Read the material on Trinity in Christian Theology 
Reader. 
   
7. Read Lacugna article and submitted reflection paper    
8. Read material by Pannenberg    
9. Made further postings to the Discussion Centre    
 
 
It would be very helpful to me if you would evaluate the first module. I need the feedback! Just make 
comments as you see fit and copy it back to me at the Course Office. 
 
PROGRESS SURVEY  Your comment 
Comprehension: could you 
understand what you were to do? 
 
Difficulty: was the level suitable?  
Time taken: Can you estimate 
how long it took you to complete 
the module? 
 
On-line: any comments on the use 
of the Discussion Centre? 
 
Any other comment?  
 
In addition to the books referred to above the following are useful resources. It is by no means an 
exhaustive list, however. 
 
Barth, K. Church Dogmatics. Edinburgh: T and T Clark, 1958. 
Bray, G. The Doctrine of God, IVP, 1997 
Giles, K., Trinity and Subordination, IVP, 2002 
Gunton, C. The Promise of Trinitarian Theology. Edinburgh: T and T Clark, 1991. 
Heron, A. The Holy Spirit. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1983. 
Jenson, R. The Triune Identity. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1982. 
Moltmann, J. The Trinity and the Kingdom of God. London: SCM, 1981. 
Peters, T. God as Trinity 
Thompson, J., Modern Trinitarian Perspectives Oxford, 1994 
Toon, P., Our Triune God, Victor, 1996 
Torrance, T.F. The Trinitarian Faith. Edinburgh: T and T Clark, 1988. 
Vanhoozer, K., The Trinity in a Pluralistic Age, Eerdmans, 1997 
 
 
 
 
MODULE 2: GOD AND CREATION (Two weeks: September 19 - October 2) 
 
1. Module Description:  
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This module involves a study of – 
1. The attributes of God. 
2. Theodices and the problem of evil 
3. The theology of creation. 
 
 
2. Assigned Tasks: 
1. First of all read Brian Edgar, The Message of the Trinity, (IVP, 2005), pages 69-120 (50 
pages) and post responses to the Discussion Center to chapter 3, question 5;   chapter 4, 
question 10; and chapter 5, question 10. Due by end of the first week.  
 
2. Read Alistair McGrath, Christian Theology: an introduction, 3
rd
 Ed, (Blackwell, 2001) 
pages 265-318 (53 pages) and post responses to the Discussion Centre to questions 2, 3, 5 and 
6 from pages 315-316. Due by the end of the first week. 
 
3. Post a response to someone’s posting from last week about the providence exercise. 
 
4. Do the bibliographical exercise (see #20). You will want to start that in the first week but it is 
not dues until the final day of the second week of the module. 
 
5. Read  the selections in McGrath’s Christian Theology Reader referred to in Study Panel 8 
(on page 91) (10 pages) and  post a response to the question ‘Does God suffer?’ based on 
your reaction to these readings and material in the previous readings. Due by the end of the 
second  week. 
 
6. Required supplementary reading: read Greg Boyd and Paul Eddy, Across the Spectrum 
(Baker, 2002)  pages 37-49 where there is a discussions of God’s foreknowledge. (12 pages). 
Responses are possible (as always) but are not required.  
 
7. Recommended supplementary reading: Read Alan Coppedge, ‘Holy God as Transcendent 
Creator’ in Portraits of God: a biblical theology of holiness (IVP, 2001) 54-98. (45 pages). 
Responses are possible (as always) but are not required. 
 
8. Optional supplementary reading: Read Boyd and Eddy Across the Spectrum pages 50-73 on the 
interpretation of Genesis. (24 pages). 
 
9.  Required supplementary reading: Read my paper on ‘The Sexuality of God’ Part 1 is 
required, part 2 is recommended, part 3 is purely optional. (19 pages) By end of second week. 
 
10. Respond to someone’s posting – by the end of the second week. 
 
 
In addition to the books listed above these may be helpful on this topic. 
 
Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics II/1 ( The Doctrine of God) and Part III which deals with creation. 
G.C. Berkouwer,  Providence 
Donald Bloesch, God the Almighty 
Emil Brunner, The Christian Doctrine of Creation and Redemption esp. 3-35 and The Christian 
Doctrine of God. 
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D. Fergusson, The Cosmos and the Creator, (London: SPCK, 1998) 
L.Gilkey, Maker of Heaven and Earth (a very useful book, unfortunately now out of print). 
C. Gunton (ed) The Doctrine of Creation (Edinburgh; T & T Clark, 1997) 
Roger Hazelton, Gods Ways with Man 
J. Houston, I Believe in the Creator (a book which reflects Houston's inter-disciplinary ideals and 
so deals with the implications for art, science, worship etc.). 
P.K.Jewett, God, Creation and Revelation (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991) – a comprehensive 
evangelical review. 
C. B. Kaiser, The Doctrine of God. London: Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 1982. 
Jurgen Moltmann, God in Creation esp. 1-19. 
W. Pannenberg, Towards a Theology of Nature, Louisville, Westminster, 1993 
H.J.van Till (et al) Portraits of Creation, (Eerdmans, 1990) (especially chapter 7).  
Philip Yancy, Disappointment with God and  Where is God When it Hurts? 
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Appendix 1: Outcomes 
It is anticipated that by the end of the course students will have: 
  
l.  Grown in their knowledge and love for God through the study of Christian theology. (It is 
expected that all dimensions of the course - the set reading, the assignments and the 
interactions between students and instructor, will contribute to this.) 
 
2. Been introduced to all the major areas in the study of Christian theology. (This will be 
accomplished primarily through the systematic reading of McGrath’s ‘Christian Theology’.  
The other texts and supplemental reading will emphasize and reinforce certain aspects of that 
overall presentation.) 
 
3. Grasped the vital connections between theology, the Christian life and the practice of 
ministry. (Brian Edgar’s ‘The Message of the Trinity’ and Greg Boyd and Paul Eddy’s ‘Across 
the Spectrum’ relate the theological themes being studied to ministry issues. Assignments and 
class interaction will also enhance this aspect of the course.) 
 
4. Established a basic understanding of the classical tradition of systematic theology, engaged 
with contemporary forms of theology and studied the doctrinal emphases of Wesleyan theology. 
(Steve Harper’s ‘The Way to Heaven: the gospel according to John Wesley’ engages the student 
with Wesleyan theology. ‘Across the Spectrum’ also addresses specific and much debated issues 
relating to Wesleyan theology and ‘Christian Theology’ places certain Wesleyan themes in a 
broader reformation context.) 
 
5. Examined, evaluated and used a reasonable range of literature related to the study of 
Christian theology. (The set texts themselves cover a good range of historical and contemporary 
writing and the major paper will give opportunity for more specialized reading in one specific 
area.) 
 
6. Used theological literature reflecting the global and historical character of theology as well as 
the multi-ethnic and cross-cultural nature of ministry. (The required reading provides a broad 
range of original, historical sources in an accessible manner. Supplemental reading will 
address multi-cultural perspectives.) 
 
7. Developed a working theological vocabulary, a knowledge of theological themes and a 
theological approach that will support further study in theology and related disciplines. (The 
reading, the interaction and the assignments will afford the student the opportunity to develop 
their theological skills. The end result requires the student to integrate the material into their 
own theological mind-set and their approach to ministry). 
 
 
Appendix 2: Required texts 
1. Alistair McGrath, Christian Theology: an introduction, 3
rd
 Ed, (Blackwell, 2001) 600 pages. 
This book is in 3 parts:  part 1 is historical, part 2 is philosophical and part 3 is theological or 
doctrinal. Part 3 constitutes half of the book and this part is required reading. The other half of 
the book will be used as a resource which students may read as they find helpful. 
 
2. Alistair McGrath (ed), The Christian Theology Reader, (Blackwell, 1995). 370 pages. This 
reader provides over 280 selections from historical sources. Students will be required to read 
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approximately half of them. The other half will be available for specific assignments which may 
be undertaken. This value of this reader is enhanced by the fact that it is integrated with 
McGrath’s “Christian Theology: an introduction’. 
 
3. Brian Edgar, The Message of the Trinity, (IVP, 2005). 330 pages. This book shows how the 
doctrine of the Trinity is an integrating doctrine which not only elucidates our understanding of 
God as Father, Son and Spirit, but also influences all other areas of Christian life and belief 
including Christian experience, church form and structure, unity, mission and eschatology. It is 
a biblical theology. Each chapter is an exposition of a single important section of biblical text. 
Not less than 12 out of the 16 chapters will be required reading.  
 
4. Steve Harper, The Way to Heaven: the gospel according to John Wesley, (Zondervan, 2003). 
150 pages. Steve Harper is vice-president of Asbury Theological Seminary and this book 
provides a concise introduction to Wesleyan distinctives. It is a small book (in length probably 
equivalent to 50 pages of McGrath) which adds to its value. It is to be read in its entirety. 
 
5. Greg Boyd and Paul Eddy, Across the Spectrum: understanding issues in evangelical theology 
(Baker, 2002) 270 pages. This book has eighteen chapters and each of them is presented in the 
form of a debate between two, three or four different ways of looking at specific issues in 
contemporary evangelical theology. About 16 of the chapters are required reading.  
 
 
Appendix 3: Recommended Supplementary Reading 
 
Module 1 
Catherine Mowray Lacugna, God For Us: The Trinity and Christian Life, (HarperSanFrancisco, 1973), 
377-417 
 
Module 2 
Alan Coppedge, ‘Holy God as Transcendent Creator’ in Portraits of God: a biblical theology of 
holiness (IVP, 2001) 54-98. 
 
Module 3 
Jurgen Moltmann, The Crucified God, (Fortress, 1993) 200-207, 227-249 (ie. 6.1, 4, 5)  
 
Derek Tidball, ‘The Cross in Evangelical Spirituality Today’ in The Message of the Cross (IVP, 2001) 
20-35. 
 
Ben Witherington III, The Christology of Jesus, (Fortress, 1990) pages 263-277 (‘Afterword and 
Conclusions’) 
 
Module 4 
David Parker, ‘Original Sin’ in Evangelical Review of Theology  Vol 13, (July 1989) 228-245 
 
Module 5 
Howard Snyder, The Community of the King,  Rev. Ed., (IVP, 2004) pages 158-194 (on the form of the 
church) 
 
Module 6 
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Stanley Grenz, ‘The Consummation of Personal Existence’ in Theology for the Community of God’ 
(Eerdmans, 1994) 571-598.  
 
 
Hyperlinks 
You can return to the point where you came from by using the ‘back’ button on your tool-bar. If it is 
not there then you may need to include another tool-bar – in MSWord you find it via ‘View’, 
‘Toolbars’ and ‘Web’.  
